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Upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season was higher in grade but slightly shorter 
in staple length than a year earlier, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, USDA. White grades 31 and higher comprised over 22 percent of ginnings so far this 
season, up from 14 percent a year ago. Staples 33 and shorter made up 38 percent of ginnings. 
This was up from 34 percent through the same period last season. Average mike and fiber 
strength were higher than a year earlier. Upland cotton ginnings prior to January 1 totaled 
13,541,200 running bales.’ This was equivalent to about 97 percent of the indicated 1977 crop 
and compares with 96 percent ginned prior to January 1 last year and 94 percent two years ago. 


White grades 31 and higher accounted for over 22 percent of upland ginnings prior to January 1 
this season. This was the largest percentage in these higher White grades since 1972 when 
records began on ginnings prior to January 1. About 14 percent of the 1976 crop and almost 20 
percent of the 1975 crop, ginned prior to January 1, was in grades 31 and higher. Grade 41 
comprised 29 percent of ginnings so far this season, the smallest proportion since records be- 
gan in 1972 and compared with 37 percent a year earlier and 32 percent two years ago. AI1l 
White grades made up 72 percent of ginnings against 69 percent a year earlier and 73 percent 
two years earlier. The Light Spotted grades comprised almost 26 percent of ginnings compared 
with 21 percent last year and 24 percent in 1975. Spotted and other Colored grades made up 
almost three percent against 10 percent a year ago and almost four percent two years ago. The 
average grade index of cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season was 93.3 (grade 31 = 100), 
up from 91.7 and 92.2 in 1976 and 1975, respectively. 


Staples 31 and shorter comprised 16 percent of upland ginnings prior to January 1 this season. 
This was about the same as a year earlier and compares with 18 percent two years earlier. 
Staples 32 and 33 made up 21 percent of ginnings so far this season, up from 18 percent a year 
ago and 10 percent two years ago. Cotton stapling 34 and 35 comprised almost 51 percent of 
ginnings prior to January 1, down from 54 percent a year earlier and 59 percent in 1975. 
Staples 36 and longer made up 12 percent this season, the same as a year earlier but down from 
13 percent in 1975. The average staple length was 33.7 thirty-seconds inches against 33.8 the 
two previous years. 


Average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 was 4.4, the highest average mike since 
1973. Through the same period last year mike averaged 4.2 and two years ago averaged 430% 
Cotton in the 3.5-4.9 mike range made up 80 percent of ginnings compared with 78 percent last 
year and 72 percent two years ago. Cotton miking 3.4 and below comprised five percent against 
13 and 23 percent in 1976 and 1975, respectively. Cotton with mike of 5.0 and higher com- 
prised 15 percent of ginnings prior to January 1. This was the highest percentage in the 
higher mike range since records began in 1972 and compares with 10 percent a year ago and six 
percent two years ago. 


Fiber strength of upland cotton ginned prior to January 1 this season averaged 87,400 pounds 
per square inch (psi), the highest since records began in 1972. A year ago average strength 
was 86,400 psi and two years ago 86,500 psi. Cotton with strength of 90,000 psi and higher 
made up 34 percent of ginnings, also the largest proportion since records began and up from 
29 percent a year earlier and 30 percent two years ago. Cotton with fiber strength of 79,000 
psi and lower comprised eight percent of ginnings against 13 percent the two previous years. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 


prior to January 1, this season and last season, by states 1/ 










Grade reductions 
Other causes 





Total reductions 





Pet. Pct. Pct. Pet. Pati. Pet. Powe Pct. 
North Carolina 5.9 i ee Ore - * ~ Gol DoD 
South Carolina 10.4 11.9 ea 0.4 * * aD 2.3 
Georgia ies Pet Bes 0.8 x O71 9.6 Sel 
Alabama 9.6 3.4 O65 eae - + Oe Sea. 
Mississippi sel, 72 On 1.9 * * 8.4 Brent 
Tennessee TOR2 Seri 0.9 cles Oe * 11.2 3.0 
Missouri aloe: 035 0.4 0.8 - = 1.2 Le 
Arkansas 30) S20 Ome 0.6 * * One ee 
Louisiana 6.0 loys) 1.4 LoD * = 74 iS 
Oklahoma ase LS Tea TS a = * 18.2 16.6 
Texas aS Be: 29.2 nl ste) - * 30.5 4.8 
New Mexico 1.0 i133 1051 1.9 * 0.2 131 3.4 
Arizona Dre. Colle: enh. Zed. Osa. Oe 4.9 4.9 
California 2.9 3210 0.5 0.2 * Oo 3.4 SiS! 
Other Sag 5.4 an 4.0 - - 6.0 952 
United States 3.4 Seo TOL oe Ma 0.1 Sie) Hao 


1/ Data for current season are preliminary. 


* less than 0.05 percent. 


Table 9. 





Grade 
and 





American Pima cotton ginned in the United States, by grade and staple 1/ 
December 1-31 





Season through December 31 









Staple 
Grade Bales Bales Pet, Pct. Bales Bales Pet. Pot. 
i. (10) 5 - * - 5 - * - 
2 (20) 209 18 0.9 Oar pes7 119 era. Goi 
3 (30) 6,571 2,796 27.6 Sag 17,076 16,593 29.6© 16.3 
4 (40) 14,026 24,053 Sh.9 8 e5ee 32,492 60, 546 56.25) 66.7 
5 (50) 2,359 4,119 erg fies 5,782 11,778 10p0" 33.0 
6 (60) 404 668 Lee Zak "925 1,257 1-6 1.4 
7 (70) 143 133 0.6 0.5 155 259 0.3 0.3 
8 (80) 22 68 0.1 0.2 22 68 = a2 
9 (90) 38 86 0.2 0.3 38 86 Onl Ori 
10 (00) 29 9 0.1 * 29 9 0.1 * 
Total 23,806 31,970. 100.0 20020 57,761 90,725" .100.0_ 100.0 
Staple 
40 and shorter - - - - - - - - 
42 208 384 0.9 aie 220 384 0.4 0.4 
44 11,572 12,882 48.6 40.3 35,008 41, 322 60.6 45.6 
46 12,026 18,704 50,5, 5825 22,533 49,009 39,0 54.0 
48 and longer - - - - - - - - 
Total 23,806 31,970 100.0 100.0 57,761 90,715)— 100;0@ 100.0 





a7 Data for current season are preliminary. 


- Less than 0.05 percent. 


= Ors 


Table 10. Percentage distribution of micronaire readings for America Pima ginnings 
prior to January 1, this season and last season, by states Lf, 













Reger es New Mexico Arizona CE. ee 
1976 [197 1977 
Percent Percent Percent Percent 

2.4 and below - - - = = - x eS 
Zen) OFZ Ee o cs eZ rz * a 
2 <Oe 0.4 . = - os = C21 = 
Oey 0.4 Ort 0.3 0.3 * * Ovi Ora 
2.8 st OvT 1.3 0.4 * - 0.3 OL 
2.9 1.5 0.6 1.3 Ty Om * 0.4 0.3 
3.0 Bice 0.6 oer Zl 0.3 0.3 Oe7 0.5 
3.1 onl 1.3 ont 3.4 0.4 0.4 0.9 0.9 
See 4.3 a7 4.8 4.3 0.9 0.6 1¢7 lice 
a3 Ape] 2,5 6 L527 4.9 hae 10 200 1.8 
3.4 eel 4 ch 8.1 Taz ies 2.5 Sal 
aes Sal 6.5 Se 13.8 4.9 5.2 6.) aon 
3.6 11.0 8.8 6.8 1.0 6.6 8.1 7.4 8.5 
hey) 9.0 11.2 8.9 1 6.9 9.3 753 10.2 
3.8 10.0 13.0 9.5 113 VEG 15.3 10.8 14.3 
3.9 ae 13.8 10.6 eo 12.4 13.7 11.5 cA 
4,0. 7.5 12.5 9.4 7.5 14.4 15.3 1249 13.9 
4.1 beg 9.4 9.0 ra 120 10.6 11.6 9.9 
Aue Se 7 6.9 7.1 129 UN of 9.9 10.5 8.3 
ne an9 a 2.4 1.4 6.2 4.3 5.6 BOT 
4.4 3.2 a0) 3.8 0.8 5.5 341 5.0 2.5 
45 1.9 1.2 0.9 S 220 0.8 1.9 0.9 
4.6 0.8 0.3 4.6 - 0.6 0.2 0.8 0.2 
A ae, 4 Onl - a O at Ont OF 
4.8 - : 5 = 0.4 = 0.3 = 
4.9 bs * - 2 = & 3 * 


5.0 and above - - - - o = es o 


eee 


Total 100 .O 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100.0 100 .O 100 .O 100 .O 


Average mike See, SG Bre 3.6 4.0 3.39 3.9 3.9 


TS nn nn EEE EEE ats 


ny! Data for current season are preliminary. 
= Less than 0.05 percent. . 
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